First 2015 OTR Update
The entry list for the One Ton Revisited event in February/March has leveled out at seven.

We are, however, liaising closely with three more potentials who are working hard to be a part of the action.

The Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron will be back on deck on Monday, 19 January, 2015, at which time we will quickly finalise arrangements for any group measure and weigh for validated IRC certification. 

The latest to complete that process is Roger Foley’s 39ft Carter design Wai Aniwa which has come in at 0.935 (with spinnaker).
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Wai Aniwa is one of Chris Bouzaid’s two One Ton Cup champions in the line-up. She won back the trophy for New Zealand in Sydney, in 1972. Roger plans to leave Wellington on 17 January and, via East Cape, and should be in Auckland around 22 January although, he says, “We could stall to fish for a day or two en route”.  

The other Bouzaid OTC champion in the fleet will be the iconic 36ft S&S design Rainbow II, which won the Cup in Heligoland in 1969 and launched New Zealand’s drive to dominate world offshore racing and its attendant marine industry.
Rainbow II is still undergoing the extensive restoration that will see her back in fighting trim in time for the five-race OTR event. 
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Bouzaid has yet to finalise his crew but it could include include 1969 Hobart race win veterans Gil Littler and Steve (“Sticky”) Armitage along with stalwart Roy Dickson who was navigator for both of Rainbow’s campaigns in Heligoland.
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Looking spick and span after a repaint towards the end of last year is Bernard Hyde’s 40ft Farr design Pacific Sundance which, for original owner/skipper Del Hogg, led New Zealand to victory in the 1983 Southern Cross Cup, in Australia, and to second in the 1984 Pan Am Clipper Cup, in Hawaii.
The repaint included new graphics that are similar to the original (as below, in the 1984 Pan Am Clipper Cup).



	

	


Bevan Hill’s Lidgard design 36-footer Result is due out of the water any day now, to replace her skeg-hung rudder with a balanced spade job. Designer/builder John Lidgard better get it right in view of the fact that he and son Kevin will be crewing on board in the OTR.
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Will Calver pic – www.oceanphotography.co.nz
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Craig Hopkins, meanwhile, is stepping up Young Nick’s preparation for the event and will be taking advantage of the group measure and weight in February.

Craig launched a new business late last year - “Edesia Market NZ” - which is an online solution to sourcing quality NZ foods and produce with a great home delivery service (Edesia’s website is www.edesiamarket.co.nz. and Craig’s contact number is (09) 3906673).
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Craig says: “We are a 100% pure NZ company based in Auckland and I would be most interested to make the Edesia Market known to the regatta crews, their family and friends who will be taking part in or following the racing. We could very easily make up various hamper combinations from NZ breads, salamis, pate’s, cheeses, olives, sun-dried tomatoes, fruits and vegetables through to organic lamb and beef for the bbq/evening meal and bacon or milk, yogurt and cereal for the morning breakfast.

“I am more than happy to discuss any requirements and source extra foods we currently are not displaying as required (smoked salmon through to fresh ground coffee etc). Any chilled products will be delivered in re-useable chill-bags or biodegradable chill boxes which both fold flat and would include re-useable (frozen) gel packs as required. The same could apply to any weekend cruising racing and the likes of the Anniversary Weekend”.
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We can now confirm that the One Ton Revisited prizegiving will be a public affair, using the Volvo stage and hospitality facilities in the Viaduct Basin. The function will start at approximately 6.30pm, immediately after the finish of the fifth and final race of the series. 

Appropriately, the prizes will be handed out by Mr Bruce Marler who was the commodore of the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron and one of the driving forces behind sending Rainbow II to Heligoland to challenge for the One Ton Cup in 1968 and 1969.
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Commodore Bruce Marler (left), circa 1969), in Heligoland with the late Arnold Balwin,
RNZYS stalwart and manager of the Rainbow campaigns in Germany
The prizes will go to the overall winner of the series, to the highest placed “classic” One Tonner, to the highest placed “modern” One Tonner, and to the boat that gets the most guns in the series. There will also be a Prix D’Elegance award for best presented boat and crew.
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As a reminder, the schedule for the event is.-
Friday 27th February 2015 (at 1610hrs):  
Skippers’ briefing (at RNZYS, Westhaven)







Followed, at 1800hrs, by welcome cocktail party 





in the RNZYS Westhaven Clubrooms

Saturday 28th February, Race 1:

35 NM Race to Te Kouma

Monday 2nd March, Race 2:


20 NM Hauraki Gulf

Tuesday 3rd March, Race 3:


20 NM Hauraki Gulf

Thursday 5th March, Race 4:


35-45 Long Gulf Course

Saturday 7th March, Race 5:


25 NM Short Gulf Course






Followed at 18.30hrs by Public Prize Giving on 





Volvo Stage in Viaduct Basin
Additionally, we will be staging short-course harbour races in conjunction with the Volvo pro-am races on Thursday, 12 March and Friday, 13 March, and with the Volvo In-Port race on Saturday, 14 March.
