Mid-Atlantic Scholastic Sailing Association (MASSA)
2015 National High School Championships Qualifier Regatta

April 11 & 12, 2015

Roughly 100 sailors and their coaches from 17 MASSA high schools descended on the Shrewsbury Sailing and Yacht Club (SSYC) in Oceanport, NJ on Saturday morning for the MASSA National Championships Qualifier Regatta. The event was originally scheduled for Oyster Bay, NY, but had to be moved at the last minute due to ice damage at the Oyster Bay sailing facility. The SSYC Board of Governors and its regatta management team, who hosted the high school Atlantic Coast Championships in November, agreed to organize and run the regatta with only two weeks’ notice. Monmouth University, whose sailing team is home-based at SSYC, co-hosted the event, and the races were held in Monmouth U’s fleet of 18 FJs. 
The sailors were greeted with both air and water temperatures in the low 40’s and 20-knot westerly winds gusting to 30 as a front passed through the area, so the start was delayed until the breeze settled a bit at around 11am. In the third race, another 30-knot gust blew through resulting in 6 capsizes, so the races were postponed for another 1.5 hours. Racing resumed at 2:30pm with winds at 10 to 14 knots with gusts from 15 to occasionally 22 knots. Because the race course is conveniently located right off the end of their docks, the SSYC race committee managed to squeeze in another 11 races before sunset.
Racing resumed Sunday morning at 8:40am as the weather forecasts called for the westerly breeze to drop from 8 knots to 3 knots by noon. The winds did drop as predicted as the morning progressed, but then an unexpected southeast sea breeze filled in at 8 to 10 knots that, along with 60 degree sunshine, delighted sailors, coaches and regatta management alike. The race committee managed to complete another 10 races before the time limit ran out at 3pm.
Impressive performances were turned in by Severn School’s “B” team that recorded five 1st place finishes, three 2nd place finishes and only 28 total points in their 12 races, and by Christchurch School’s “A” team that logged four 1st place finishes, five 2nd place finishes and 30 total points in their 12 races.
Congratulations to Key School (4th Place), Annapolis HS (3rd), Severn School (2nd), and regatta champions Christchurch School who all qualified for the Mallory High School National Championships to be held in Annapolis in May. The results may be found at the following link:
http://scores.hssailing.org/s15/massa-2015-mallory-qualifier/
For more about the MU Hawks Sailing Team, visit: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Monmouth-University-Sailing/102135683194609?sk=info&tab=page_info
