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In celebration of Sir Robin Knox-Johnston’s historic 1968/9 
world first solo non-stop circumnavigation in the Sunday Times 
Golden Globe Yacht Race, a new Golden Globe Race will be 
staged to mark the 50th Anniversary of that epic, starting in 
2018. 
Like the original Sunday Times event, the 2018 Golden Globe 
Race is very simple. Depart Falmouth, England on June 14th 
2018 and sail solo, non-stop around the world, via the five 
Great Capes and return to Falmouth. Entrants are limited to 
use the same type of yachts and equipment that were available 
to Robin in that first race. That means sailing without mod-
ern technology or benefit of satellite based navigation aids. 
Competitors must sail in production boats between 32ft and 
36ft overall (9.75 – 10.97m) designed prior to 1988 and hav-
ing a full-length keel with rudder attached to their trailing edge. 
These yachts will be heavily built, strong and steady, similar in 
concept to Robin’s 32ft vessel Suhaili. 

In contrast to the current professional world of elite ocean rac-
ing, this edition travels back to a time known as the ‘Golden 
Age’ of solo sailing. Suhaili was a slow and steady 32ft double-
ended ketch based on a William Atkins ERIC design. She was 
heavily built of teak and carried no computers, GPS, satellite 
phone nor water-maker, and Robin completed the challenge 
without the aid of modern day shore-based weather routing 
advice. He had only a wind-up chronometer and a barograph 
to face the world alone, and caught rainwater to survive, but 

was at one with the ocean, able to contemplate and absorb all 
that this epic voyage had to offer. 
 
This anniversary edition of the Golden Globe Race is a cele-
bration of the original event, the winner, his boat and that sig-
nificant world-first achievement. Competitors in this race will 
be sailing simple boats using basic equipment to guarantee a 
satisfying and personal experience. The challenge is pure and 
very raw, placing the adventure ahead of winning at all costs. 
It is for ‘those who dare’, just as it was for Robin. They will be 
navigating with sextant on paper charts, without electronic 
instruments or autopilots. They will hand–write their logs and 
determine the weather for themselves. Only occasionally will 
they talk to loved ones and the outside world when long-range 
high frequency and ham radios allow. 

It is now possible to race a monohull solo around the world 
in under 80 days, but sailors entered in this race will spend 
around 300 days at sea in little boats, challenging themselves 
and each other. The 2018 Golden Globe Race will be a fitting 
tribute to the first edition and it’s winner, Sir Robin Knox-John-
ston. 

2018 GOLDEN GLOBE solo non-stop, around the world yacht 
RACE
Preliminary information 

“Stepping back to the golden age of solo sailing”



The 2018 Golden Globe Race will require all entrants to use 
only the same type, or similar equipment and technology that 
was carried onboard Robin Knox-Johnston’s 1988/9 race win-
ning yacht Suhaili. Entry is by invitation only, for sailors aged 
18 years and older at the start on June 14 2018. Entrants must 
show prior ocean sailing experience of at least 8,000 miles and 
another 2000 miles solo in any boat, by 30th April 2018. 

Each entrant will be supplied a standard Race Pack by the 
event organisers for a fee (tba). The technology may change, 
but it will include, but not be limited to:
• A solar powered, stand-alone satellite tracking system (the 

skippers cannot see) 
• A two-way satellite short text paging unit (to race headquar-

ters only) 
• Two hand held satellite phones (for important calls to Race 

headquarters only) 
• A sealed box with a portable GPS chart plotter (for emer-

gency use only) 

During the race, all entrants must sail into Storm Bay, Ho-
bart, Tasmania, passing through a ‘gate’ (when the race clock 
stops), and while drifting for approx. 90 minutes, meet the 
Race Director, media, and family, and pass over film/photos/
letters, then sail back through the ‘gate’ (when the clock re-
starts) without touching shore, or any person, or being resup-
plied.

Entrants may seek shelter and anchor (using the engine if 
needed) to make repairs, but may not enter port and no person 
may give any materiel assistance at any time during the Race.

ALL ABOUT THE RACE

The Golden Globe perpetual trophy and up to £75,000 (tba) 
will be distributed to the winners. All entrants who complete 
the course will receive a Golden Globe plaque. Those finishing 
before 1500hrs on 22nd April 2019 will also receive a Suhaili 
trophy and a refund of their entry fee (tba). 
This is a non-stop one-class race, so any entrant forced to 
make one stopover, or break the seal on their portable GPS 
chart plotter, will not be eligible for any official Golden Globe 
trophies, refund of entry fee or completion plaques, but can re-
main in the event, being moved to the ‘Chichester Class’. They 
will receive a ‘Chichester’ finishing plaque, provided they finish 
no later than 1500hrs on 22nd April 2019. Any entrant making 
two stops is disqualified. 
The official prize giving and dinner will be held on 22nd April 
2019; 50 years to the day that Sir Robin Knox-Johnston com-
pleted his voyage.

Applications for an invitation to compete in the 2018 Golden 
Globe Race close on 31st January 2018. A provisional non-
refundable entry fee of  £1,500 is due with the application. The 
balance of  £5,500 (£7,000 total) for the full entry fee (refund-
able under the rules of completion) must be paid no later than 
31st January 2018. Entries are limited to 20 participants. 



Approval for Production yacht types for entry into the Golden 
Globe Race will be at the sole discretion of the Race Organis-
ers. They must be:
• Of fibre reinforced plastic construction.
• Designed prior to 1988 and have a minimum series of 20 

yachts built from one builder.
• Have a hull length of between 32ft and 36ft. Bowsprits, 

wind vanes and outboard rudders, boomkins, pushpits and 
pulpits are not measured.  

• Have full-length keels with rudders attached to the trailing 
edge. 

• A minimum design displacement is 6,200kg.
 
Competitors are advised to seek early approval of design 
types before purchasing or modifying any boat for the event. 
Only the design will be approved to compete. The structural 
integrity, build quality, or suitability of any boat to survive the 
event, will be the sole responsibility of the entrant. 

Yachts currently approved include: 

 • Aries 32  
 • Baba 35 
 • Biscay 36 
 • Bowman 36 
 • Cape Dory 36 
 • Nicholson 32 MKX-XI
 • Rustler 36 
 • Westsail 32 
 • Tradewind 35 
 • Saga 34
 • Saltram 36 
 • Vancouver 32 & 34

Mast height, boom length, bowsprits and ballast must not 
exceed original design specifications. Refit must stay true to 
the original design and components may not be lightened. 
Strengthening is allowed, together with extra standing rigging.
Other designs may be approved on application to the Race 
Committee.

Sponsorship is allowed and may assist and support an entry 
in any way, provided a sponsor supplement fee of £5,500 is 
paid. NO sponsors logos, other than normal trade marks, are 
to be displayed anywhere on the yacht or sails other than on 
one spinnaker and on a mainsail panel no larger than 2 meters 
x 1 meter. Sponsors names may be applied to the yacht hull, in 
consistent Arial type, black (or white) letters, max. 7.5 cm high, 
directly below the gunwale on each side of the boat. 
An entrant may place only his or her official web site, or spon-
sor web site on the boom and boom cover, centred, for half it’s 
length, in plain contrasting Arial letters, no larger than 15 cm 
high. The name of the yacht may reflect that of a sponsor, but 
the name may only be applied in letters no higher than 15 cm. 
Any entry seen to be supported by a sponsor or equipment 
supplier, in any capacity, and in any form of media, before 
or during the event, who has not previously paid the Spon-
sor Supplement, will be charged a 100% Sponsor surcharge 
(£11,000) or be withdrawn from the Race.

Insurance. All competitors must carry at least £ 5 million of Public 
Liability insurance whilst in UK waters and during the Race. 

Race LOGO. The official Race logo must be applied to the forward 
part of the hull port and starboard, clear of any other graphics. The 
official race number must be applied amidships, port and starboard. 
Entrants must fly the official Race flags and place the official Race 
banner on the entered yacht when required to do so.



Safety gear that must be carried, but is not limited to the 
following: 

• 1st 406 GPS EPIRB. 
• 2nd 406 GPS EPIRB.
• 121.5 EPIRB radio direction finder.  
• 1x Hydrostatic release canister ISAF liferaft (minimum 4 

man) with a 3rd 406 GPS EPIRB and HH GPS/VHF radio 
sealed inside. 

• 1 x active radar reflector/ transponder with radar detector.
• 1 x passive stacked array radar reflector. 
• Category 0 flare set, inc. laser flare. 
• 1 x Strobe light. 
• 1 x mobility Survival suit. 
• 1 x inflatable life Jacket/safety harness,406/GPS,PLB & 

strobe attached. 
• 1 x lifebuoy with strobe light and drogue 
• 1 x Race approved first-aid kit (tba)
• 1 x Race approved Grab bag (tba). 
• 1 x fog horn
• 1 x spot light
• 1 x echo sounder 
• 1 x radio direction finder.
• The top 3 meters of the mainsail must be coloured ‘safety 

orange’, together with the storm jib and trysail (if carried).
• A minimum 120 watts in solar panels. 
• A collision bulkhead 15% of the LOA from the bow. 
• Minimum of 3sq meters of ‘safety orange’ on deck.
• A heavy weather Drogue that can also be rigged as an 

emergency steering.
• Two spinnaker pole “base” deck fittings permanently 

mounted mid-ships and other fittings carried on board, to 
build a “Jury rig” whilst at sea.

Certification. Each entry must submit to the race committee 
for comment, preferably before refit work commences) a com-
prehensive REFIT PLAN, detailing the extent of the planned 
refit for the entered yacht. As a minimum, it must specifically 
cover details relating to the collision bulkhead, watertight cock-
pit lockers (if fitted), spars and rigging, chainplates, hatches 
and ports, companionway, rudder and steering. Once that 
work is completed as described in the refit plan, the yacht 
must be inspected by a certified marine surveyor, (approved by 
the Race Committee and at the entrants expense) to confirm 
all work specified in the refit plan has been carried out in an 
appropriate manner and in the surveyor’s opinion, the vessel is 
fit to sail across oceans.
 
It is strongly advised that before any entrant purchase a pre-
owned boat, that an authorised rigger fully inspect the mast 
and spars to ensure that in their professional opinion, the fitted 
spars are able to be suitably refitted for serious Ocean use, or 
a new Spar should be considered before purchase. The GGR 
committee place particular importance on mast and rigging 
integrity and will stand by any authorised riggers recommenda-
tion. 

No earlier than three months before the Golden Globe Race 
start, all spars and rigging must be inspected by a certified 
rigger approved by the Race Committee and approved as ‘ap-
propriate and ready’ for serious ocean sailing. Original signed 
copies of both reports must be sent to the Race Committee as 
soon as practical and no later than June 1st 2018. No yacht 
will be accepted into the Race without these two certificates.



Preliminary sailing instructions, and race rules will be posted 
on 1st July 2015. Entrants must arrive at the Race venue in 
Falmouth no later than 1500hrs on June 1st 2018, or face a 
3-hour penalty for every hour overdue. Safety inspections will 
be carried out prior to the event, but entrants must sign decla-
rations confirming compliance with equipment, race rules and 
limiting liability for the Race organisers/sponsors, before being 
given official race certificate and race pennant. 

The Race clock starts with the start gun on the 14th June 
2018. If an entrant does not start within five days of the start, 
he or she is deemed to have withdrawn from the Race. At the 
end of the Race, ships logs and celestial navigation notes will 
be scrutinized for compliance and further declarations signed 
by the entrant, confirming rule compliance during the Race. 
On crossing the finish line, entrants will be given one week free 
mooring at the race venue.

Race Route
The race course is an east-about circumnavigation starting and 
finishing in Falmouth UK. Competitors will sail down the Atlan-
tic from North to South leaving:

• Cape of Good Hope to port 
• Prince Edward Island to starboard
• Crozet Islands to starboard
• Kerguelen Islands to starboard
• 50°S latitude to starboard 
• Cape Leeuwin to port
• Then to a ‘Gate’ in Storm Bay. Tasmania
• Then leaving 50°S latitude to starboard until 100°S longi-

tude 
• Cape Horn to port 
• Sail up the Atlantic from South to North.
• Finish in Falmouth.  

Amendments to the race course regarding safety measures 
to avoid drifting ice and/or a minimum distance of the course 
from the coast of some countries in the southern hemisphere 
will be published no later than the 30th May 2018. These 
amendments will be based on studies carried out for weather 
and ice conditions in consultation with Rescue Co-Ordination 
Centers.  

Communications. Entrants are free to speak to media, fam-
ily, friends and sponsors by radio at any time during the event, 
but must not be given any form of weather routing. Competi-
tors may communicate freely (by radio or by hailing) with other 
competitors, or other mariners on vessels at sea, requesting or 
giving any verbal information/advice whatsoever, even if this is 
considered weather routing. 



Position reporting. Entrants are required to make a manda-
tory position report to race headquarters by HF radio, or any 
other means, (except the Race sat. phone) at least once every 
week. Failing to do so, will incur a £200 penalty on each occa-
sion. Entrants must check in with Race headquarters by satel-
lite phone on a designated day, at least once every week, or 
as requested via text, from Race headquarters. Entrants are 
free to call Race headquarters with the Race sat phone at any 
time, to make a confidential ‘Voluntary safety report’. No infor-
mation from this safety report will be passed on to any other 
person unless considered appropriate by the Race Committee. 
The Race Pack satellite phone will NOT be left ON 24 hours a 
day. Both the satellite tracking system (solar powered) and the 
satellite texting unit MUST BE LEFT POWERED ON 24 hours a 
day, so that Race organisers can monitor progress and make 
contact with the competitor when needed. Only Emergency 
and calls/texts to Race headquarters can be made via the 
satellite phone. Additional satellite phones, texting or tracking 
units are NOT PERMITTED onboard. 

World Media will be able to access boat tracking informa-
tion from the GoldenGlobeRace.com. The Race Media Unit 
will work with entrants to generate pre-race publicity and will 
report major incidents and human-interest stories to the me-
dia throughout the Race. On occasion, the Race Director may 
call competitors for information by texting a competitor at any 
time, asking them to turn their sat phone on. Information re-
ceived from competitors during Voluntary safety reports will 
NOT normally be passed to anyone outside the race manage-
ment. 
During the Race, no photos or film will be available from com-
petitors whilst at sea, (other than library footage shot before 
the start) except when competitors pass Hobart at the halfway 
point. Recorded video and voice reports will be made available 
to the media at the Race Director’s discretion. 

Entrants are free to communicate with the media, at any time 
during the Race by radio telephone only. 
Copyright of all media associated with the 2018 Golden Globe 
Race generated by all entrants during the Race, remains vested 
with the Race organisers, but will be licensed back to each com-
petitor as part of a joint sharing arrangement, so that competitor 
materiel can be used by the Race organiser to promote the Race 
and produce the official documentary and book. The Official 
Race LOGO may only be used by official entrants for non-com-
mercial and editorial purposes. Commercial use of the Race logo 
will require written permission from the Race organisers.

”When I first heard about the 2018 GGR I 
thought it was a great idea, why not do it, reach 
out to people who have the ambition to do 
something special with their lives.” 

RKJ



FOUNDER & ORGANISER

I was first exposed to the inaugural BOC Around Alone Challenge 
during the Sydney stopover in 1982. At the time, I was servicing 
Aries wind vane self-steering equipment used by competitors 
and I spent time with them all. We laughed together as I listened 
to their stories. I met my boyhood champion, Robin Knox-John-
ston and became hooked on solo sailing. I wanted to compete 
in the next BOC Around Alone Race in 1986 but with a boat only 
part built, I ran out of time, and instead took on the roll of Sydney 
BOC Race Chairman that year. 

I made sure that I was ready for the third running of the solo 
round the world race in 1990-91 and the experience was one of 
the greatest highlights in my life. This was the last of the great 
adventure events, for future races became increasingly perfor-
mance orientated, sailed by elite sportsmen and women focused 
on winning at all costs. There is nothing wrong with that. In fact 
these later solo races have been very exciting, but back in the 
‘Golden Age’ the focus was more on adventure and I feel lucky to 
have experienced it. 

My inspiration to sail solo around the world came from follow-
ing the great pioneers Francis Chichester, Robin Knox-Johnston 
and Bernard Moitessier, and reading about Blondie Hasler, Chay 
Blyth, and others who took part in that ‘Golden Age’ of solo sail-
ing. That was an exciting period! 
In 2008, I listened to Sir Robin Knox Johnston speaking on the 
occasion of the 40th anniversary of his record setting non-stop 
solo circumnavigation back in 1968. Contrasting the space age 
building materials, high tech satellite and computer systems sup-
porting today’s solo sailors to what was available to him, he said 
simply “This takes the spice out of it !” 

Well, the concept for the 2018 Golden Globe Race very defi-
nitely puts the spice back into it, offering a quite unique and 
demanding experience for anyone looking for a great challenge. 
Sir Robin was asked, “What would you say to sailors thinking of 
making a circumnavigation?”
His response: “My advice to them would be quite simply this. If 
you’ve got the idea, and you want to do it, do it. Don’t let ANY-
THING get in the way. Far too many people sit in yacht clubs 
talking about it and never do it. DO IT! You’ll never regret it.” 

He’s right of course. I for one look forward to stepping back 
and doing it all again the ‘Spicy’ way, aboard my Tradewind 35 
yacht BETTY. 
My total budget for competing in this Golden Globe Race is 
around US$100,000. By comparison to any other solo round 
the world race, this one is financially achievable, opening the 
door to those who dare. I even get to keep a beautiful yacht 
after the race! 
Over the years I have supported many solo sailors, both men 
and women, young and old to achieve their dreams. I hope this 
adventure will inspire you to achieve yours. I look forward to 
meeting you in Falmouth.

Don McIntyre, Hobart, Tasmania

From the Race Founder  – Australian adventurer Don McIntyre



RACE ORGANISATION

Golden Globe Race Ltd, a company registered in the UK, is 
responsible for the organisation, management and promotion 
the 2018 Golden Globe Race in conjunction with Ocean Fron-
tiers Pty Ltd trading as McIntyre Adventure. Race founder, 
Don McIntyre has extensive event and race management ex-
perience at all levels.

PPL Ltd led by Barry Pickthall in the UK has been appointed 
exclusive media partner for the event. Barry is the former 
yachting correspondent to The Sunday Times and The Times 
newspapers. He and his media company has covered and or 
been involved with just about every round the world yacht race 
going back to the original Sunday Times Golden Globe in 1968 
and holds an extensive library of photographs and footage 
from these historic events.
www.pplmedia.com

E.mail: 
ppl@mistral.co.uk  
Tel: +44 (0)1243 555561   

www.pplmedia.com

To register preliminary interest in competing, 
contact 

hello@GoldenGlobeRace.com

UK GGR Co-ordinator Chris Jacks.

A sailor, hiker, angler and all round adventurer from Liverpool 
UK. Working background in sales management and started his 
own business in 2010. Reached the summits of 92 Wainwright 
mountains in 40 days and nights during the autumn of 2014, 
climbing the equivalent of Mount Everest twice. Currently sail-
ing and racing out of Liverpool Yacht Club (L.Y.C), and hoping 
to be on the starting line for the Golden Globe Race 2018.

Email: Christopher.jacks@hotmail.com 
Telephone: 07879858085

Australian GGR Co-ordinator David “Jack” Ferrall

Jack has spent over 25 years working in financial markets for 
Australian and International banks interspersed with sailing ex-
peditions and races.. He joined Don McIntyre as crew on “Spir-
it of Sydney” for the “Together Alone” expedition to Antarctica 
in 1995 which led to an appetite for further sailing with the con-
struction of an Open/Mount Gay 30” LikLik” in 1996.“LikLik” 
competed in the 1996 Sydney Hobart as well as Shorthanded 
Sailing events culminating in the Trans-Tasman Challenge 1998 
(3rd place). In 2004 Jack launched his 50ft Shorthanded water 
ballasted IOOD50 (Built by Don McIntyre) “Pekljus”. He com-
peted in various shorthanded and crewed events winning the 
PHS division in the stormy 2005 Sydney Hobart race.

Email : davidferrall@icloud.com 
Australian. Mobile 0437-699558



AIMS and OBJECTIVE
To create a unique retro non-stop solo round the world yacht 
race, in the image of the original Sunday Times Golden Globe 
Race that draws sailors back to the golden age of ‘One sailor, 
one boat facing the great oceans of the world’. 
To give sailors of all ages the opportunity to race solo around 
the world safely, in a fleet of similar and affordable yachts in the 
spirit of Suhaili 
Our overriding aim is organise a race where adventure takes 
precedence over winning at all costs; one where sailing skill 
and traditional seamanship, rather than modern technology 
and outside support, gets you round, and where the achieve-
ment truly belongs to the skipper.



1) I want to sail in a production yacht not on the current “Ap-
proved list”. What should I do? 
Before buying that boat , send all the design specification and prefer-
ably photos of that boat, or similar model out of the water, to the race 
organisers and they will determine if it meets the intent of the rule and 
give you an answer within a few days? 

2) I want to build a brand new Ruster 36 or Tradewind 35, but it is 
after 1988. Is that OK?
Yes, as long as the build spec generally for Rig and structure of hull, 
deck, ballast, fitout etc remains basically the same as was produced 
in 1988, with similar displacements and no exotics in the build. A full 
standard spec interior layout must also be fitted. If it were a stripped 
out racing version, it would not be OK. This maintains the resale 
value of the boat and keeps weights similar to other yachts.

3) I don’t have a boat and I don’t have the sailing experience to 
Qualify at the moment but I am desperate to enter..can I?
Yes you can apply for an invitation to compete with the AU$3000 
deposit and explain why we should let you enter. Sell yourself and 
you may get an entry. If so your deposit is non-refundable. You will 
have to pay the extra AU$11,000 non- refundable entry fee within 12 
months and also have your boat by June 14 2017 to remain current. 
You must have your sailing experience by January 31st 2018 or you 
will be moved to the wait list.

4)If all 25 entries are filled and I am number seven on the wait 
list. What are my chances of eventually getting an entry?
This is hard to say, but my personal opinion is that the first 10 on the 

wait list have a very good chance of getting into the race and the 
remaining five “maybe”, but only if they show real commitment and 
maintain their position and meet all the entry deadlines. Historically 
boats fall away at the end trying to get to the start. There are five 
“special invitations “ held by the organizers to be issued any time. 
So if you have Passion and hold on the Wait list to the very end, you 
may be lucky. Even though there are 30 Places to enter the Golden 
Globe, it will be highly unlikely that in Falmouth on the 14th June 
2018 we will see 30 start even, though we may establish a long wait 
list in the beginning. If finally on 30th April 2018 you are not offered 
an entry, your entry fee will be returned. 

5) I have a supporting sponsor who is offering me AU$8000 of 
equipment and wants me to place his name on the side of the 
boat, but the sponsor supplement is AU$11,000 so it is costing 
me AU$3000 to take this support. What can I do? 
Pay the AU$11,000 sponsor supplement, or don’t take the sponsor-
ship. This may save you from paying AU$22,000 if you do not de-
clare sponsors and the race organizers find out. Family, Friends and 
business can freely make donations of cash, or equipment to your 
entry, which is NOT sponsorship, but they must not be seen to re-
ceive any commercial gain, or brand recognition by doing so. If they 
do, that is called “sponsorship” so the “Sponsor Supplement” must 
be paid. If you are unsure, please discuss it with the race organizer. 
There is a Golden Globe trophy for the first “Corinthian” entry.

6) Can I have sponsors logos on my clothing and wet weather 
gear? 
Yes.

FAQ



7) Why can’t I take digital still and video cameras and how can I 
make a documentary, or post on Face Book and my Blog?
In 1968 digital camera technologies did not exist. “Super 8” movie 
cameras did and so did film cameras and cassette tape recorders, 
so you can use only that technology to record your adventure. You 
can buy super 8 film stock and 35mm film. Once exposed, you can 
digitise all film materiel to include in any online posts, or to produce 
your documentary at the end of the race. You can pass over film 
during the Hobart rendezvous . Many feature films are still produced 
on “Super 8” today. Super 8 movie cameras and 35mm cameras are 
available to buy. Updating your blog by HF radio just needs someone 
at the other end to record your voice report. They can then upload 
the digital “voice/sound” file, or type it up for you and post. The best 
camera choices are any model “Nikinos” 35mm and “Eumig Nautica” 
Super 8 film camera. You may shoot any amount of Video footage 
and digital camera materiel before and after the event, but are not 
permitted to carry, or use this format dur ing the race.
The race organizers will “Bulk Purchase” film stock which includes 
processing and digitizing for one fixed price and entrants can order 
that if interested.

8) Can I sell my photos and film footage of the race and use them 
freely? 
Copywrite to all images from the race is held by the entrant. This is 
then released back to the organizers to use any/all of your images 
and film footage to promote the event and pro duce the official film 
and book.

9) Can I use other competitors, or ships at sea to relay my man-
datory weekly position report?
Yes, you can use any means at all and will not be penalised.

10) Can my shore support give me weather reports? 
Yes. They can relay any issued weather report from any source, but 
they cannot give you any suggested track to follow, as that would be 
considered ”Weather routing” and is not allowed.

11) Can other competitors, my shore support, or ships at sea 
offer advice or information that would normally be considered 
“outside assistance”?
Yes. This is a tradition of the sea, but there can be no physical ex-
change of parts, people, or equipment, as that is real assistance.

12) Can I use “Sail-mail” with a Modem on my HF radio for 
emails? 
No..you cannot carry any computer device on board during the race.

13) What things can’t I use ? 
If it was not on “Suhaili” then you cannot use it. Some items are con-
sidered safety gear and are exempt. All equipment on board “Suhaili” 
is described in RKJ’s book “A world of my own”. The following are 
typical things NOT allowed. GPS, radar, chart plotters and electronic 
charts, electronic wind instruments, electronic log, mobile phone, 
iPhone, iPod, Kindle or any computer based device, CD players, 
electronic watches/clocks, video cameras and electronic cameras, 
electronics of any kind, satellite equipment of any kind, digital bin-
oculars, pocket calculators, water-maker, freeze dried food, carbon 
fibre, spectra, any high-tech materials etc.

14) Can I use my motor during the Race? 
YES. Propeller shafts will not be sealed and all entrants must be able 
to motor as per the original design spec for the boat and carry at 
least 20 gallons of diesel at the start of the race.

15) Can I seek shelter in a port, but only anchor and not let any-
one come on board with out penalty? 
NO. Entering any port is not allowed. You may only see shelter in 
bays, behind islands or headlands and anywhere else NOT consid-
ered a port or you will be penalised.



16) Can I use furling booms and headsails?
“Suhaili” had a furling boom, so yes all furlers are allowed and to save 
undue expense modifying existing rigs, Rope Jambers are allowed.

17) How can I listen to music, or record sound for my documen-
tary?
Use compact cassette tapes and any form of cassette tape player/
recorder.

18) Can I use a hand held electronic wind gauge? 
No, but you can use any form of mechanical wind gauge.
19) Can I use LED Nav lights? 
Yes.These are safety aids.

20) If I need to use the Race GPS and break the seal on the Box, 
am I withdrawn from the event? 
No, but you are moved to the “Chichester Class” and when you get to 
the Hobart “gate” your box will be resealed again. If you use the GPS 
a second time, you will be removed from the event. Using the GPS 
is consid ered the same as making a port stopover. All entrants must 
show the sealed box at the Hobart “Gate” and at the end of the race.

21) If I make a stopover in a port and therefore have been moved 
to the “Chichester Class” and then I need to use the GPS and 
break the seal on the box, am I removed from the event? 
Yes.

22) If I break the seal on the GPS Box and then also make a stop-
over in a port, am I removed from the event? 
Yes.

23) At the end of the race, do I need to return the “Race” satellite 
phone, pager and tracking system?
No, they are yours to keep. You will pay a fee TBA for these items 
separate to the race entry fee.

24) I am unsure about using a particular piece of equipment, like 
modern Gell batteries, what should I do? 
Before you buy that item, Email the race organisers with the details 
and they will offer a quick decision. Gell Batteries are acceptable, 
even thought they were not on “Suhaili” because Robin had ‘batter-
ies” and Gell’s or AGM are considered a safety improvement. The 
same is true for modern HF marine or Ham radios and VHF radios.

25) I just completed a refit of my Cape Dory 36 and fitted a new 
taller mast than originally designed. Now I discovered the GGR 
and want to enter, but do not want the expense to shorten or re-
place the mast back to original spec. What can I do?   
Yachts must conform to the original specifications as designed. If you 
supply written details of the new mast, we may consider letting you 
race with mainsails and headsails measured by the race committee to 
confirm they have no greater luff that was originally designed for the 
Cape Dory 36 and let you retain your new taller mast. It is all about 
not encouraging expensive yacht modifications to give unfair advan-
tage.
 
26) I am not keen on sailing deep south to be competitive, so will 
there be some “Marks” to go around in the Southern Ocean? 
The 1968 GGR entrants sailed mostly in the roaring 40’s so there will 
be some rounding marks announced in the sailing instructions to stop 
competitors sailing too far south and spreading the fleet for safety 
reasons.


