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ULLMAN SAILS

The Domination
Continuesin 1989

1st — Zimmerman

1st and 2nd — Midwinters
1st—DonQ

1st — SCYA Midwinters

New Model K-1 Main and longer lasting M-2 Medium Jib
New Model Minimum Weight L-2 Jib

Make an investment in Performance.

Write or call Jeff Lenhart or Dave Ullman at:
ULLMAN SAILS, 410 29th St., Newport Beach, CA 92663, (714) 675-6970

Uliman Atlanta (404) 945-0788

Ullman Texas (214) 741-2364

LAUNCH WITH EASE

WITH THE

Chsa=iL0”

SHORE CART

Great for yacht clubs
First quality, highly reliable
Easy to assemble and disassemble
Weighs only 33 pounds
Made of strong non-corrosive materials
Use with 470, 420, Finn, Int'l 14, and others
No danger of deforming hull shape
Great for housing boats for long periods
350 to 400
pound
capacity

EXCLUSIVE U.S. DISTRIBUTOR

1251 East Wisconsin Avenue
Pewaukee, Wisconsin 53072 (414) 691-3320
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BASIC

SNIPE
SAILING
MANUAL

Sam Chapin’s handbook, written
twenty years ago — revised and
brought up to date in a new format.
Intended for the beginning Snipe sail-
or or crew. Glossary of nautical
terms; knots with illustrations; boat
handling; tacking; running; reaching;
jibing; heave-to; capsize; racing
rules; thumbnail tactics; Snipe meas-
urements. Invaluable — still not com-
plicated. $3.00 per copy — $20.00
for 10. From SCIRA only.
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UK’s Maldon Fleet
Celebrates 40 Years

The Maldon Yacht Club, Fleet 362,
celebrated 40 years of existance over the
June 24-25 weekend. The club held a
Birthday Regatta and the turnout made a
memorable reunion.

The Snipe fleet raced in strength and the
weather could not have been better. The
history of this club goes back to the
founder days when the meeting place was
the Public Bar at the local pub — Jolly
Sailors.

Racing was a little disorganized in those
early days and the Snipes had to be
winched into the water from the public jet-
ty. Then an ex-army hut was purchased,
erected alongside Maldon quay and stood
for 30 years — until developers came to
update the area. The club was forced to
move and purchased an old barge which
was moored on the mud flats and com-
pletely gutted. Over a period of 18 months
the barge was fitted out completely with
all facilities, a canteen and a bar. A slip-
way was constructed together with a large
dinghy park, car park plus camping area.

During its 40 years, Fleet 362 has con-
tributed much to SCIRA UK. Some

LETTERS

Box Scores
The BULLETIN needs to put all the
finishers in the box scores. I know this
hasn’t been done for years. 1 know they
don’t in other magazines but you are
forgetting the bottom half of the fleet that
holds up the top half. I think the names and
scores ought to be there even if you have
to cut down on length of the article, use
smaller print, or chop a photo or two.
You may be having some growth at the
top of the Class but in the past the growth
has been at the bottom.
Sam Chapin
Key West, Florida
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THE COVER: The sky looks bad and
the results were worse. Wednesday's big
storm at the U.S. Nationals looms as
Adams and Haberland round the jibe mark.
Frank Zagarino photo.

THE COUNT: Three numbers were
issued last month, all to the U.S.
NUMBERED SNIPES — 27627
FLEETS — 808

Maldon Snipes celebrate 40 years of active racing.

famous Snipe sailors that spring to mind
are: Reg Coates, Dougie Cat, John
McKinley, and John Hope who raced a
Snipe across the English Channel in 1959.
Also interesting is the fact that John had
tight rigging and spreaders in those days.

The two day Birthday Regatta was a
clear win for Eddie Wetheral crewed by
Ian Varley, with John Leeder and his son
James claiming second. Then with boats
stowed and with crews in dry clothing, the
party celebration began. . .
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§  Call or Write
: Today!

100% cotton shorts 10 oz. - strong!
Full thigh protection for Prams to Maxis

unisex sizes: 28-42

colors: khaki, blue, white

price: shorts - $49.95
fanny fender - $9.95

(shipping not includad)
- rugged, refined, protective
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BREAKERS from the line of Dermierwear™
Dealer and export inquiries invited

by SAILING ANGLES

P.O. Box 331725, Coconut Grove, FL33133 U.S.A.

(305) 666-3615 » Ask for Donald Elliott
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at the masthead

THE COMMODORE SAYS

Last month [ listed some of the qualities
I thought a person should have to be
suitable for the job of a coach or a sailing
instructor. After that I got some experience
of how these people work during a big
regatta.

I had the opportunity to be one of the

judges at the Open European Champion-

ship of the Optimist Class in Sweden at the
beginning of August. There were 120 boys
and 70 girls from 26 nations competing and
each nation had at least two coaches plus
some helpful technical personnel.

[ had quite a close contact to the coaches
because they acted as interpreters in the

Jjury room where we handled 48 protests

during four days. Most of the coaches were
very correct, nice and capable people. We
also had a meeting with them discussing
how to improve and develop the sport and
the race arrangements. We discussed what
to expect from young people of today and
how it is working with youngsters.

I also wanted to hear in what kind of

boats the young sailors wanted to continue.
Girls in the age of 14-15 are more social
and more interested in being together. The
coaches stated that the girls rather sail a
boat where they can be together and that
the Snipe would be a suitable boat for
them. We discussed rather much the prob-
lem with the Olympic classes contra other
international ones. Many of the coaches
said that *‘people have more fun’” in other
classes and that there often are too much
pressure on a youngster going into an
Olympic class because then the aim is to
become a gold medal winner,

During the regatta 1 talked to people
from Turkey, Yugoslavia, and Switzerland
asking them about the Snipe situation. I
also talked to the Germans and especially
to the team coming from Estonia. They
represented the USSR although the Esto-
nian Yachting Association was founded
last winter in Tallin. They did not know
so much about the Snipe but were *‘good
listeners.™”’

The Optimist Class is a huge one, with
several hundred thousand boats registered.

The different countries try to keep a list
of the boats which is not very easy.

The problem in a class dealing only with
young people is that people vary a lot in
the organization. They also have some
technical trouble because people want to
change the measuring rules too often. So
they admired our way developing things
slowly, and thought that in every class
there should be periods of about three to
four years when no changes should be
made.

As you see I found it most interesting
to see how a quite different class works and
there would be much more to tell about the
impressions | got.

Most of all I loved to meet these wonder-
ful children. They sailed their races from
early morning till late afternoon but they

sure had energy enough to have a lot of

fun and noise before going to bed at 10 in
the evening.

I will end my article this month by
publishing the Bill of Rights for Young
Skippers which I found in the rule book
of the Optimist Class. I got permission Lo
publish them in our BULLETIN because
they are the rights of all young sailors.

Right to participate in the sport
of yachting.

Right to participate at a level
commensurate with each child’s
maturity and ability.

Right to have qualified adult leadership.
Right to play as a child and not
as an adult.

Right of children to share in the leadership
and decision-making of their sailing
programs.

Right to participate in safe and
healthy environments.

Right to proper preparation for
participation in yacht racing.
Right to an equal opportunity to strive
for success.

Right to be treated with dignity.
Right to have fun in the sport of yachting.

Yours,
Per-Ole Holm
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Report of the SCIRA U.S. Board
@Meeting at Miami, June 25, 1989

The meeting was called to order at 0915.
U.S. National Secretary Phil Richmond
presiding. Attending: All U.S. members
were present. Phil Richmond, Pete Fen-
ner, Means Davis, Dan Williams, Jerry
Thompson, Terry Timm, Rob Gorman,
Gonzalo Diaz, Ron Fox.

The minutes of the 1988 Meeting as
printed in the Snipe BULLETIN were ac-
cepted. Dan Williams motion, Ron Fox
second.

The General Membership meeting was
rescheduled for 1800 hours, Tuesday, June
27, 1989.

OLD BUSINESS
SCIRA Sailing Instructions: Richmond
presented the Proposed SCIRA Sailing In-
structions, conformed to the new IYRU
rules. There was general discussion. The
new SI will be placed on the Agenda for
the World Meeting in Karatsu.

NEW BUSINESS
Midwinter Championships: Rob Gorman
gave a brief presentation on some of the
problems of this major regatta. He cited
Wecreasing attendance and outlined some
~ of the questions by sailors about continu-

ing to hold the regatta at Clearwater Yacht
Club. Problems with parking and hospitali-
ty of CYC members were enumerated and
discussed.

Mr. Bill Welborn of CYC presented a
letter on behalf of the commodore of CYC
and expressed the intent of CYC to con-
tinue to host the regatta. He admitted that
there had been some problems in the past
but that there was a renewed interest in
small boats at CYC and noted the long-
term interest in supporting Snipes. He said
that they have found a solution to the park-
ing problem. He noted that sailors have
commented that they like sailing in the
open waters of the Gulf.

Gonzalo Diaz noted that the CYC is
making a real effort to improve the regat-
ta and that the atmosphere had become
much friendlier in the past few years.

Phil Richmond said that this is a problem
that should be worked out at the district
level. He noted that Snipe sailors have high
expectations of the regatta.

Means Davis agreed that the overall
history of the event is excellent.

¢  Clearwater Fleet 46 Captain Ed Huntley
= noted that the fleet had not heard anything
directly about re-siting the regatta. They
have been working hard to correct the
problems that they were aware of and they
are continuing to work to improve the

event.

It was the general concensus of the
Board that the regatta remain at CYC and
the Executive Secretary should write to
Commodore Harris noting and thanking
them for their continued support.

Financial Report: The Financial Report
was presented by Tom Payne. This was
followed by questions and general
discussion.

Gonzalo Diaz said that we should con-
sider publishing this information in the
Snipe BULLETIN.

MOTION: (by Diaz) Send U.S. Finan-
cial Report to District Governors and Fleet
Captains and to announce this fact in the
BULLETIN so that interested members can
have access to it. Fox second: Passed.

There was then a general discussion of

the accounting. Diaz said that we should
do a balance sheet. It was also suggested
that a rolling 12-month report should be
initiated.
Bid for 1991 U.S. Nationals: The regatta
will be hosted by District III. Terry Timm
stated that on his initiative the regatta will
be hosted by North Cape Yacht Club. No
official bid is entered at this time.

MOTION: (by Thompson) that the bid
from North Cape be accepted, subject to
approval by NCYC Board. Fox second. It
was noted in discussion that the dates
should not conflict with the 1991 Worlds
in Norway. Passed.

Timm mentioned the current $75 entry
fee and questioned whether it is too low,
Richmond discussed the 1990 Nationals to
be held in Annapolis and the budget plan-
ning for the event. He mentioned the An-
napolis Fleet’s trophy program.

Bid for the 1990 North Americans: The
Rush Creek Yacht Club (Texas) bid was
presented by Pete Fenner. He noted that
the club has hosted major regattas in the
past and is fully qualified to host the NAs.

Terry Timm presented a preliminary bid
on behalf of Crescent Yacht Club
(Michigan).

After discussion it was decided that in
the interest of moving the event around the
country that Rush Creek would be the best
site.

MOTION: (by Fox) to accept the bid of
Rush Creek. (Gorman second). Passed.

Jerry Thompson suggested that the 1990
U.S. Masters Championship should be
hosted in conjunction with the NAs. The
original bid from Rush Creek did not men-
tion the Masters but Pete Fenner will con-

tact Greg Gust and discuss.

Nationals Representation: Ron Fox
presented a committee report noting that
entries are down. He discussed the
historical trend downward over the past
few years.

MOTION: (by Fox) to change the Fleet
representation formula from one boat per
five, to one boat per four. To change the
qualifiers from the District Championships
from three to five. (Timm second). After
discussion of the motion a vote was taken.
The vote was one for, six against, and 2
abstain. Motion failed.

Rules Committee: Dan Williams led a
discussion of the Jib Hanks proposal by
saying that it is well developed for con-
sideration in 1992. He noted that Section
29 of the SCIRA Constitution limits rules
and measurement changes to leap-years.
Diaz and Thompson argued that the prob-
lem is such that it merits consideration for
change at the upcoming World meeting in
Japan, noting that Section 29 has a clause
that allows for changes ‘‘where the Board
considers them to be of extreme urgency.””
This item is on the agenda for the World
meeting in Karatsu, Japan.

Report of the Nominating Committee
for U.S. National Secretary: Vice Com-
modore Pete Fenner nominated the incum-
bent, Phil Richmond, to serve another two-
year term, with the caveat that Phil may
elect to step down at the end of the first
year. Phil Richmond was re-elected with
many remarks on the fine job that he is
doing.

Formation of Standing Committees: Na-
tional Secretary Phil Richmond offered a
motion to create the following standing
committees:

1. Long Range Planning: Chairman —
Means Davis, Jr.; Members — Pete Fen-
ner, Jerry Thompson, Dave Rogers, Jr.,
Gonzalo Diaz, Sr., Warren Wheaton,
Larry White.

2. Promotion and Development: Chair-
man — Rob Gorman; Members — Terry
Timm, Ron Fox, Sean Bichl, Doug
DeSouza, Ralph Swanson, Buzz Levinson,
Paul Gillis.

3. Finance: Chairman — Gonzalo Diaz,
Jr.; Members — Paul Festersen, George
Hock.

4. Appeals: Chairman — Dan Williams;
Members — Phil Richmond, Larry White.

Membership is at the discretion and ad-
vice of the U.S. Board.

Each Committee will be chaired by a
current member of the U.S. Board.

The Chairman of each Committee will
report to the U.S. Board at the U.S. Na-
tionals Board Meeting, held annually at the
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McLAUGHLIN SNIPES

WIN:

1988 U.S. Nationals
1988 Midwinters

71988 North
Americans

And many, many
more 1988 regattas

For quality that lasts and
lasts, look to McLaughlin!

STEVE SHERMAN

4731 Adams Road
Hixson, TN 37343
(615) 875-4040

Now available in Europe
Antonio Bari
viaLorenzo 7
38100 Trento Ital
TEL 04-61/911-877

MclAUGHIIN
BBAT WORKS

COBRA MASTS

Yyt Obviously the
Best Mast!

PACESETTER BOAT CO.
6415 Grubb Road
Hixson, TN 37343

(615)877-7099

site of the U.S. Nationals.

The Executive Secretary and National
Secretary serve on all committees but do
not chair.

Phil Richmond noted that there is a need
to utilize the talents of the Class members,
and to develop and give direction to the
Class.

It was moved by Gonzo Diaz that Phil
Richmond’s proposal be accepted as
presented. Ron Fox seconded.

After much discussion the motion
passed.

Professionalism, Advertising and Spon-
sorship: Vice Commodore Pete Fenner
presented a proposed SCIRA U.S. Event
Sponsorship Policy. This would establish
guidelines for regatta sponsorship so
organizers would know the limits of spon-
sorship. Among other limitations,
soliciting support from Snipe builders,
sailmakers, and suppliers would be pro-
hibited. After much discussion the motion
was made, seconded, and passed to accept
the amended motion subject to final
language approval by the U.S. Board no
later than August 15, 1989.

Fenner then presented his Proposed
Definition of a Professional for SCIRA-
USA and Regulations for Maintaining
Amateur Status. After a lengthy discussion
of Pete’s proposal the motion was made,
seconded, and passed to table Pete’s
proposal.

Resolution on USYRU Membership: The
Board unanimously passed a Resolution
declaring:

1. The U.S. Snipe Class opposes any
form of USYRU mandated membership in

3in1cover
Polyester Army Duck,,
Acrylic - White
Acryc - Colors..,
(Also Avaicble
Bolom Cover .......
Flcnnel Ined wat
convas with droin hole.

Fooltball Cockplt Bog

L8183, ppd.

412 ppd
Hongs n cockpat ond 1ips closed.

Doggerboard Cover $32. ppd
Flonnel ined convas - specify sze

end sthape

Rudder Covers
Flannel lined convas .$24. ppd
Mylan shel foam lined..... 34, ppd

Visa/MC orders call Sandy Rowland: (513) 862-7781
OR see Bob, Sandy or Scoft in Snipes 26747 & 26303

Our Covers Are More Expensive
...s0 they can cost less!

Sure our covers may cost more, but they last longer! So
your cost per year of use is actually less than cheap imitations.

« Fabrics finished to our specifications

« Strongest possible flat-felled (Levi) seams

* More reinforcements than other brands

* 5/16" shock cord in hem & tie down points

» Designed for competitive sailors by multi-class
National Champion Bob Rowland

« Manufacturing & stocking Snipe covers since 1972

INVEST IN THE BEST... covers by The Sailors’ Tailar

Send check or Money order 1o :

The Sailors’ Tailor

191-SN  Bellecrest, Bellorook, OH 45305
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USYRU as a requirement for participation
in sanctioned Snipe regattas in the USA.
2. After the effective date of any
USYRU mandatory hull sticker prescrip-
ton to the USYRU Racing Rules, all’
SCIRA Sanctioned events sailed in the
USA shall be sailed under IYRU rules
without USYRU prescriptions and a
USYRU hull sticker shall not be required
to be scored in sanctioned SCIRA events.

3. Snipe sailors may voluntarily pur-
chase USYRU hull stickers and affix them
to their Snipes. No Snipe may be dis-
qualified or not scored in a sanctioned
Snipe regatta solely because a USYRU hull
sticker is displayed on the boat.

It was also the concensus of the Board
that mandatory membership in the IYRU
would also be opposed by the U.S. Board.

Boatbuilder and Snipe sailor Steve Sher-
man presented the Board with his concerns
and ideas about promotion and advertising.

Gay Lynn Proposal for Pilot Project
Within Snipe Class to Promote Yolun-
tary Membership: This would include
advertising and editorial material in the
Snipe BULLETIN to promote USYRU.

MOTION: by Pete Fenner, second
means Davis: The SCIRA US Board sup-
ports this pilot project. Passed.

Junior Nationals Participation: Rob Gor- o,

man led this discussion stating that we need
to do more to promote junior sailing and
that one place to start would be at the Na-
tional Championships. Many ideas were
discussed, including allowing junior skip-
pers to sail with any age crew. It was
decided that this would detract from the all-
junior aspect of the regatta. It was then
suggested that these mixed, junior-senior
crews would start in a second start and
compete for a separate title. It was the con-
census of the Board that these ideas should
be tried at the local level to see how they
work.

MOTION: by Rob Gorman, second
Gonzo Diaz: Any Junior who competes in
the Junior Nationals will automatically be
allowed to enter the Crosby series. This
will be on a provisional basis for 1990 and
1991. Passed.

International Agenda: Tom Payne gave
a quick rundown of the items on the agen-
da for Karatsu.

Headstay and Jib Hanks Proposal: MO-
TION: by Jerry Thompson, Ron Fox sec-
ond: That the Board declare that the mat-

ter of the Headstay and Jib Hanks is anem,

“‘urgent safety measure,’” in conformance
with the language in the SCIRA Constitu-
tion, Section 29. This would allow im-
mediate adoption. Passed with two no
votes,

Adjournment.



LEWECK RULES NATIONALS

Five storms, including a mega-blast with 50-plus knot winds, made the
U.S. Nationals at Miami a test of seamanship.

Question: What do Tom Frost, Harry
Levinson, Earl Elms, Dave Chapin, and
Craig Leweck have in common?

Answer: They are the only winners of
back-to-back U.S. National Champ-
ionships.

Craig, with Lisa Manzer crewing, keeps
the title in Mission Bay after winning a
series that proved to be a test of every com-
petitor’s patience and seamanship.

Only one race in the final series had been
completed as the fleet left the harbor at
0800 hours on Friday. The U.S. National
Secretary, Phil Richmond, had convened

Lightning to the left of us!
Lightning to the right!

CHARGE OF THE SNIPE BRIGADE
By Mike Funsch (with apologies to Tennyson)

Into the Valley of Death sailed the brave Snipe fleet.

Though darkness and thunder surrounded their sails

All Skippers calmly requested that the Crews hike the rails.
Up the waves, down the waves the tiny boats bobbed.
Despite all the bruises, not one of them sobbed.

They limped into port and mended their wounds

Repaired their damaged vessels

For the next day’s Monsoons.

And GALLANTLY, BRAVELY they charged back to sea,
Only to have Mother Nature rise up and make them flee.

a special meeting of the U.S. Board on
Thursday night. They voted to amend the
Deed of Gift, dropping the required
number of races in the Heinzerling and
Wells to three.

As the fleet drifted around the commit-

For five long days this pattern progressed
A pleasant day s sail ended up in distress.
But when it was over, the Sailors had won,

tee boat on Friday morning it looked as
though the whole regatta would be a bust.
Finally the wind filled and the matter was
settled.

While the story of the champions is the
most important one in reporting the Na-
tionals, the most memorable aspect of this
Nationals was the weather. Miami had
been suffering drought conditions but when
the Snipe fleet came to town it was like a
signal had been sent: **Time to get nasty!"’
And so it was as five storms of varying in-
tensity raked the fleet time after time.

The first came on Monday as the first
race of the Crosby series was completed.
An evil-looking blackness approached
from the beach and hit the fleet, but its
winds never matched its ugliness. Tuesday
brought two more squalls, but again the
winds never got over 25 knots. So far it
was ‘‘all show and little blow.’* Wednes-
day was different.

It came during the second race of the
day. Some called it a ‘‘white squall,”’
others a ‘‘microburst.”” Whatever it was,
it was serious and in retrospect everyone
agreed that we had been lucky that the
damage was not more serious. It would

and a National Champion, (though repeat), had been crowned.
And left in the wake were those needed most,
A tireless Race Committee and an over-gracious host.

So raise up your glasses and offer a round

1o the men and women we've frequently downed.

Too many to mention, so many to thank.

(Please forgive what we said as our precious Snipes sank!)
Stand with me now as I end my oration,

And give the Committee a standing ovation!

have been easy to drown as the winds hit
and held at 50-plus knots and the waves
were huge, especially from the view of
those swimming with their capsized boats.
These conditions and the shallow waters
of Biscayne Bay meant that masts were
pounding into the bottom. At least eight
masts were trashed and more than one boat
had holes punched in the liner.

Many had managed to get their sails
down and rode it out, reaching back and
forth under bare poles. Others were not so
lucky and the parking lot looked like a war
zone, with bent and broken masts and
shredded sails littering the grounds. Many

were out of action, Kirk and Phyllis
Donaldson, Ed Olson and Pat Melly, and
Darryl Wascow, to name a few, packed up
and headed for home. A conservative
estimate of the damages to spars, boats,
and sails totaled $20,000.

Many were able to continue in the series
with a little help from their fellow Snipers.
Spare masts were rigged, bent masts were
straightened, and back-up sails were
readied as the competitors prepared for
Thursday’s action.

THE CROSBY
Two minutes after the start of the first
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N (1! in (he first race it was apparent who

was going to win. The fleet was bunched

1989 U.S. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP up at the pin but Jeff Lenhart with Ben
Heinzerling Series Hardesty crewing started at the boat. He
Boat  Skipper/Crew Fleet Places Points Finish  tacked to port at the gun, sailed about 100 ﬂ
g-s/ ;2; gaa‘;ﬁ lsz':v.\lr)ecllgLisa I-;\da?‘;er 5l;/:islgittm Bl:ly i-g'; l?-75 5 yards, tacked back to starboard, and was
1X0y/Lave FopKins . Fetersburg &, . . . .
25084  Peter Commette/Connie Suddath ~ Miami 1-9-3 1275 3 on his way to domination of the series as
26099 Ed Adams/Nancy Haberl&xdld :ldarl;.:lgz‘l‘ns?t Bay g-;-éZ 5;’)-75 g he posted a final tally of 1-1-2.
25781 John Keane/Anne Maric Wel arblehea ek “Cali H * Jer
20560  Jeff LenharuBill Hardesty Mission Bay 10-124 % 6 TI;A“mhe' gt; 'f°'“l‘3a g’las‘err r{
26307  Bryan Fishback/Lorie Stout Annapolis 21-3-8 32 7 ompson, with son Brad crewing, 0o
26108 Douglas Clafk/MJ'cl*iae}l__Deﬂli‘n ﬁ;‘aﬁl“ Af’l';'l'; 33: g second place in the series with 8-1-3
25951 David Pritchard/Mike Funsc| e Lanier - . -
27092 Steve Callison/Janet Gordon Hoover 8-21-16 as 10 finishes, edging out Mark and DeAnn
25172 Charlie & Michelle Bustamante Miami 7-19-20 46 1 Reynolds by one-quarter point. Leweck
25992 Bart Hackworth/Paul Kerner Mission Bay 22-26-2 50 12 and Manzer took fourth with a consistent
27624  Bill Buckles/Tommy Gonzalez Cleveland 18-6-26 50 13 3-6-5. D Pritchard and Mike “Th
25815 Mark & DeAnn Reynolds Mission Bay 14-24-13 51 14 -0-5. Dave Fntchard an ke “—lhe
25045 Buzzy & Gail Heausler Clearwater 27-16-9 52 1S Poet”’ Funsch wrapped up fifth with
24776 Gonzalo A. Diaz/Karl Loerky Miami 12-30-10 52 16 finishes of 4-10-1
26395 Gonzalo Diaz Sr/Jose Cardet IK:I/Iiami B :;~%(2):§} g‘é :'é ‘
27591  Andrew Pimental/C. Tayna arragansctt Bay -
27377 John Drayton/Mary Jodice Marblehead 17-18-22 57 19 THE WELLS = =
26752 Jack Franco/Renee Vesterby Ala%iluf)? Bay :lig-;;:: ; g: g(l) This ‘‘consolation’’ series was
25165 Peter & Mimi Lorson Sea Cli - 3 i -
25871 Henry Filter/Deborah Larson Cottage Park 202714 i 22  dominated by Art and Jennifer Rous
35484  Chris & Kathy Sinnett Miami 31-7-24 62 23  maniere who were knocked out of the
%Eg; ?haﬂ%mgedo%n%n’rlioww Mliarqi B g-g!ii? gg %g Heinzerling due to a PMS in the final race
esry Thompson/Brad Thompson Alamitos Bay -8- : : .
25065  Andy Lovell/Sid Charbonnet New Orleans 26-25-17 68 26  Of the Crosby. They missed the Heinzer
%g;gl Steve LippimouICl:IObenshain St. Petersburg %9-5(5):27 ;; % ling by one point and sailed with a
1 Terry Timm/Kate Heywood Barton 4-20-28 veneean i ish -1-
26459  Alex Stout/Jay Cavalieri Annapolis 28-17-31 7% 29 tak'gea °°5' g’°s"."g finishes of 2 !All and
27101  John Lally/David Lence Medford 30-31-18 79 30 ing a J.5 point victory over Atlanta
26461  Kirk & Phyllis Donaldson Barton 23.32-32 87 31 YC’s Tarasa Davis and Mike Hartman.
27365 Jory Twist/Tom O’ Toole Alamitos Bay 32-dsq-25 96 32 Third went to Griff Hall and Sherry
Wells Series — Top 20 of 32 Boats flgi's':sgt:; :"l‘smg:;s‘l‘:;m that fell victim to
Boat  Skipper/Crew Fleet Places Points Finish . y
25412  Art & Jennifer Rousmaniere Winchester 2-1-1 5 l Hall &.md Eldridge took the first r?ce of :
%;605 gar:?agavils;/Mike Hartman Atlanta 333 9 2 the series, but were over early in the
144 Griff Hall/Sherry Eldridge Annapolis 1-7-2 9.7 3 second and had to fight their w.
27569  Curtis Olson/Jeff Olson NewportHarbor  4-2-6 12 4 venth. A q gghth i la{ tf)tafl:( to
24012  Ben Cesare/P, Schaffer Cottage Park 10-6-5 21 5  Seventh. A second in the finale ‘eft them
ggg _llg gl:let]: Tunr;grllllion Rﬁsi Charleston 12-8-7 27 6 three-quarters of a point behind Davis and
ill Lynn/Bilt Lynn Atlanta 5-15-8 28 7 i _3-
26668 Tom Paync/Mary Voitenko Lake Lanier 8-11-12 31 g  Hartman who posted a consistent 3-3-3.
26305  Paul Wood/Kathy Wood Quassapaug 15-12-9 36 9
ggggg ge]org: v‘v,allléer%a% Durin Mission Bay 21-144 39 10 THE HEINZERLING
rlando Valdes/G. Zapater Miami 17-13-10 40 3] : : : :
25872 Paul Gillis/M.J. Gillis Miami 23.5.14 2 1 The Championship was decided in the
%gi)gg g:ml ??lm/s;lm M(;:m v Porigage Lakes 6-4-32 42 13 third and final race of the series. Ed Adams
ul Silvernail/Ed Sherman Jr St. Petersburg 24-10-11 45 14 N i -
26995 David Williford/Tracey Terrell  Miami 1-dsg-13 s g5 ) anc-yhlt’beﬂal? d had 5.75 points go
26397  Bob Foster/Brett Granthum Clearwater 20-16-15 si 16 ngin, with Leweck and Ethan Bixby tied
ggg:’l.? llg?)lhil Brl?sa:;l;lllngeam;ile \t’;igh}l‘ Atlanta 27-9-18 54 17 with six points.
n Hackba rian Hackbart Atlanta 22-17-16 55 18 iami’ H
25376 Stephen Craig/Doug Snyder Rush Creek 7-32-32 oo Miami's Peter Commette and Connie
23623 William Spencer/ Miami 9.32-32 73 20 u?hdf.? tOC;(k the first race of this series,
wi weck in second. Bixby, with David
Crosby Series — Top 20 of 64 Boats Hopkins crewing, took fourth and Adams
Boat  Skipper/Crew Fleet Places Points Finish  Was fifth.
20560  Jeff Lenhart/Bill Hardesty Mission Bay 1-1-2 35 1 . Thesecond race was underway when the
ggg«g ﬁrr)l'( gxobmpsonanmd 'Irdhompson Alamitos Bay 8-1-3 11.75 2 bigstorm hit. Commette suffered the worst
ar] eAnn Reynolds Mission Bay 5-2-5 12 3 damage Vi i
27107  Craig Leweck/Lisa Manzer Mission Bay 365 4 a g toBS B8 ’.d‘:";ff‘é by the p;'m:’ “."lt.h
25951  Dave Pritchard/Mike Funsch Lake Lanier 3-10-1 475 5 is story. District IV Governor Paul Gillis
%gg-l, Qndm; P'ilg;e::allc.’r;yna NarragansettBay  6-5-7 18 6 let Peter and Connie have his boat for the
ryan Fishback/Lorie Stout Annapolis 2-124 18 7 i s
25992  Bart Hackworth/Paul Kerner Mission Bay 12-4-6 2 8 re’;;a’"der of the series and Commette
25948  Ethan Bixby/Dave Hopkins St. Petersburg 34127 2 9 pulled out his back-up sails for Thursday.
g%)gg lsidAdé:;:/N::}fy Ha(l;:ﬁmd Narragansett Bay  2-19-3 24 10 Thursday was another day of strange
teve Callison/Janet on Hoover 1-14-10 2475 1 : :
25871 Henry Filler/Deborah Larson Cottage Park 134-8 25 12 Weather. The fleets sailed to the starting
g 2 %23 retﬁrFLomn’Rb:imi Lorson Sea CLiff 13-6-6 25 i3 area but darkening skies saw all but a hand-
lack Franco/Renee Vesterby Alamitos Bay 4-8-13 25 14 ful of the boats headi
26108 Douglas Clark/Michael Devlin Annapolis 8-134 25 1S f the harbor. Th t{hng back to the saf_etly
25172 Charlie & Michelle Bustamante Miami 10-13-2 25 16 Ot the harbor. The threat never material- _
57 ; 9 71 }ogn Lally/David Lence Medford 11-5-14 30 17 ized but the wind was gone for the day and
7 chn Drayton/Mary Jodice Marblehead 7-10-16 33 18 i i
25841  Terry Timm/Kate Heywood Barton 16-7-10 319 :':’h only one race in the books the Board
25484  Chris Sinnett/Kathy Sinnett Miami 17-3-14 34 20 ad 1ts meeting.

The Bay was dead as the fleet crept out

e Of the harbor at 0800 on Friday. Finally,
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about 11:30, the sea breeze filled and the
racing resumed. Adams and Haberland
were in command and took first, followed
by Bixby in second, and Brian Fishback
and Lorie Stout of Annapolis (already on
their third mast!) finally made some noise
with a third. Leweck and Manzer were
fourth. The stage was set for the final race.

Craig Leweck: **We started about one-
third of the way down the line from the
boat. We saw that Adams and Bixby were
going right, so we tacked and took a few
sterns to get further to the right. When we
tacked back we were sailing just above
Bart Hackworth so we had a good fast boat
to keep pace with.

*“We had gone a little further out than
Bixby and when he tacked back he
crossed behind us. Adams had gone pret-
ty deep to the right, almost to the layline.
We ended up almost overlapped as we
neared the mark. Adams tacked away back
to the right and we picked up a little shift
just at the port layline. Our speed was great
and we rounded in first, just ahead of Bart.
I think Adams fouled someone and had to
do turns because suddenly he was way
back.

*“The wind was building as the race pro-
gressed, but we were able to handle it
which was a surprise because we were
light compared to Hackworth. Just before
we crossed the line I noticed that the daily
squall was looking imminent, and when the
race committee told us to head in, that the
regatta was over, we started our cele-
bration!"’

THE JUNIOR NATIONALS
by Paul Gillis

R.D. Burley and Andy Couriel from the
Lauderdale YC ran away with this year's
event, finishing 8.25 points ahead of Gin-
ny Lovell and crew White from New
Orleans. Burley won both of the races that
constituted the series.

After the Saturday morning skipper’s
meeting, RC Chairman Bob McCammon

All smiles as Craig
Leweck and Lisa
Manzer accept their
awards as 1989 U. S.
National Cham-
pions. (Russell
Plunkett photo)

headed out with the Juniors in tow. But
rain, no wind, and/or big wind shifts
prevented any racing. The kids came in
late in the afternoon — cold and wet — but
still enthusiastic and looking forward to a
poolside junior party that evening.
Sunday morning looked like a repeat of
Saturday, and that was not good! A search
was made to find out how many races were
needed to make a series and luckily it was
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only two as that was all that the commit-
tee was able to fit in.

Awards were presented Sunday night at
the combined Juniors awards banquet/-
welcoming party. A delicious banquet was
enjoyed as was the reggae band that got
us going in the end for 20 minutes of fren-
zied dancing. That may not sound like a
long time, but try it. Nothing and nobody
was safe during that time, and that's
enough detail on that,

I was most impressed with the kids who
sailed this event. They did not complain
about the conditions but took it all in stride.
It was also great to see the way it brought
juniors from all over the nation together
making and renewing friendships. Con-
gratulations to all!

GENERAL COMMENTS. . .

This year the Wells was sailed on the
same course as the Heinzerling but started
10 minutes later. It seemed to work well
and given the time, effort, and manpower

needed for two race committees and
courses it is a good option to consider.

One of the benefits this year, in starting
after the Heinzerling start, came on
Wednesday when the big squall hit the
Wells fleet while going upwind rather than
downwind. This definitely gave us more
control and less crash and burn.

The week was capped by the awards din-
ner at the Coral Reef YC and again
featured a wonderful buffet with something
for everyone. In fact, the club had been
preparing great food for us all week,
serving a breakfast (not usually done) that
was by far the best food and value in town.

Trophies were presented, including a
special award for Kathy Bronaugh and
Jeannie Wright for the best check-in at the
start of each race. Also, Southeast Bank
presented windbreakers to the bottom five
boats in each fleet. Harken provided boat
shoes for the U.S. team to the Worlds.

— Paul Gillis

CLASSIFIED

Classified ad rates ten cents a word. Minimum
charge is $3. Ads accepted on a cash basis only.
Send remittance for the proper amount. Forms close
on the 1st of the month preceding publication. Ads
received after that date will appear in a later issue.

ACRYLIC SNIPE DRYSAIL COVERS. Acrylic
will not rot, mildew, shrink or become brittle. Best
cover material available with outstanding
workmanship including velcro stay enclosures
and main zipper made of delrin fully enclosed
with vecroed zipper flap. A flat type cover with
halyard cockpit lifting bridle made for the boat
with the mast up or down and boom off. No. 1
has a 6" skirt, $159.00 in white and $169.50 in
blue. No. 2 has full sides to the chine @ $195.00
in white and $210.00 in blue. No. 2 same as No.
1 but has custom looking tapered full skirt for
ultimate protection with zipper at bow for glove
like fit. Rudder covers $25.00 shipped UPS ppd.
for orders with payment in full. Visa, MC, AmEx
or COD available. Special colors upon request.
Contact Chris Roocke (901) 744-8500, ROOKE
SAILS, 1744 Prescott So., Memphis, TN 38111,

WEATHERMARK: TOP COVER: Full deck and
topside cover including PVC/Polyester construc-
tion, drawstring skirt, velcro closures, tie down
straps, main halyard support, fully reinforced
contact areas $140 (white or blue). SUPER-
PADDED CENTERBOARD COVER with carry
handle $49. SUPER-PADDED RUDDER
COVER $35 (both blue). CONTACT: WEATHER-
MARK, INC., Dave Pritchard, 6087 Holiday
Road, Buford, Georgia 30518. (404) 945-0788.
FAX (404) 932-0622,

MUELLER 22287. Green hull, cream deck,
Cobra Il mast, Shore sails, trailer. $1,800. (216)
B64-5646. Akron, OH (JAS)

SNIPE 7327. Wooden hull. Cobra mast, main
and jib sails included. 1970 Cox trailer, like new.
Craig Burkhard. (813) 837-2292. Leave message
if not available. (A)

SOUTHERN 22539. Ivory hull and deck. Cobra
mast, North sails, cover, excellent condition,
custom aluminum trailer with bottom shield.
$2,000. (713) 478-1108 days. (S)
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IRISH 15185 fiberglass, beige with white deck.
Centerboard and well cut down. Chubasco mast
and boom, all new Harken equipped. Two suits
(s:;ls. Tilt trailer. $750. Lloyd Fox: (616) 671-5619.

CHUBASCO 22813. Good condition blue hull,
white deck, Cobra Il mast, compass, Shore main
and twa jibs. Top and bottom covers, Southern
trailer. $2200. Phone (409) 849-2688. Richard
Wesley. (A)

WANT TO TRADE Thistle or 505 for Snipe. Will
sell each worth $1,300-$1,500, or will buy Snipe
or hull outright. Call (803) 762-3185. (S)

USED SAILS: 1987 Shores, used 1/2 season
$150; 1989 Fishers used one season $175;'89
North jib $100; 1989 Sobstad main $250. Will
pay shipping. Call (407) 951-9104 (w) or
951-9105 (h). (S)

USED CALL SNIPE TRAILER. Marbin Lee, 5219
Nichol Ave., Anderson, Ind., phone (317)
644-3348. (S)

EICHENLAUB 20881. Full Harken, magic box,
compass, new Sobstads, plus two more suits,
top cover and rudder cover, self bailing. $1,350.
Dick Seabold, Kalamazoo, MI. (616) 345-4530,
(616) 629-4676. (S)

CHUBASCO 23990. Red hull, white deck, good
condition, two suits sails, Cobra mast, trailer,
ood racig record. $1,900. John D. Brown,
leveland, OH. Home (216) 467-9711, Work
(216) 248-8680. (SO)

SKIPPER 26278. Like new, yellow hull, white
deck, two suits of sails. One suit used three
times. Southern trailer. Measurement certificate.
§$3,800. Chris Stump, (217) 422-7279 eves. (S)

McLAUGHLIN 25483. Excellent racing condi-
tion. 5 good sails, new jib, Water Rat rudder.
(301) 531-6349 eves. (S)

McLAUGHLIN 25255. Perfect condition, sailed
less than twice per year and stored inside. Top,
bottom covers. Galvanized trailer, minimum
weight, Cobra mast, two suits of sails. Call John
Dane (Gulf Coast), day: (601) 867-1611, night:
(601) 452-3628. $3,800 or best offer. (S)

NATIONALS TALK. . .

This was a tough series. The weather
was certainly a problem but inescapable.
I stayed optimistic about all the way till the
next Wednesday when it did get better. We
did get a deserving champion, and a great
team to send to Japan for the Worlds. It
had been a great experience and I am hap-
py to have been a part of it.

Some big “‘thank yous”” to Bob McCam-
mon, race committee chairman, Dr. Bill
Smoak, event chairman, the United States
Sailing Center, the Coral Reef YC,
Southeast Bank, Gato Distributors (they
donated the after-race beer), Phil Rich-
mond, Gonzalo Diaz, Carmen and Gon-
zalo Diaz, the Bustamantes, M.J. Gillis,
the Sinnetts, Chuck Loomis, Brainard
Cooper, Dan Williams, and all the
members of Miami Fleet 7 and District IV,
I would also like to thank Dave Pritchard,
Mike Funsch, and Eddie Sherman for
helping me take the 70 degree sidebend out
of my mast. It works much better now!

Finally a short story about lightning pro-
tection and seamanship. One day I
overheard Orlando Valdes telling the
Bustamantes about lightning strikes at sea.
Orlando was telling tales about how
various people had survived lightning
strikes, and the common factor in their sur-
vival was the fact that each had some sort
of rubber insulator in their mouth when
struck. He reasoned that a rubber sailing
boot would work well, and advised that in
case of lightning at sea you should remove
one of your rubber books and bite it,
thereby creating a ground and saving your
life. I asked if a rubber shower cap would
work but he said no, that it would blow off
your head when the lightning hits.

However, he did say that if you're sail-
ing with your wife or significant other you
can bite each other’s boots and ground
each other. So another seamanship tip has
been learned: If you see lightning, bite
your boot! Don’t die with your boots on.

— Paul Gillis

: & <
The Junior winners, R.D. Burley (right)
and Andy Couriel. (Russell Plunkett
photo)




The Nationals Storm. . . And The Lessons Leamed

by Gonzalo Diaz, Sr.

Our Nationals in Miami: five storms in
four days! By far the Wednesday storm
was the worst. We were sailing the second
race of the Heinzerling and the Wells. The
wind had picked up gradually and it was
17-20 mph at the first weather mark. It
looked like a good sea breeze!

We could see the storm brewing in the
southwest but my thoughts were: **As long
as the breeze stays this strong, the storm
is not going to come this way.’’ Liule did
I know that the storm was going to blow
from the same direction of the breeze, and
that the very nice wind we had was prob-
ably part of the storm system.

We had gone around the triangle plan-
ing pretty fast, then upwind, and were go-
ing downwind when my crew, Jose
Cardet, called my attention to what was
hitting other Snipes a quarter mile
southwest of us. I looked and immediate-
ly said: ‘‘Main down!”’

We were not ready. We had been con-
centrating very hard on the race. The day
before, for the second storm, we were
ready. We had unfastened the main halyard

and thrown it into the water where it gets

untangled, taken out the short line that
holds the mansail tack to the mast, the cun-
ningham and the boom vang. We left the
pole launcher collar shock cord through the
mainsail tack because if we had unfasten-
ed this the front end of the pole would have
dropped on the deck. All we had to do
Tuesday when the storm hit was to throw
the bow into the wind and ‘‘firmly”’ jerk
the main halyard to snap it off from the
lock at the mast top. If your mast has this
system, you must do all this, otherwise
when the storm hits, you have so many
things stopping your main from going up
that necessary one inch that it will not
unlock.

We were struggling to get the main
down and hiking at the same time. Lucki-
ly the first gusts were under the 30 mph
range and gave us time to do all we had
to do and successfully had the main down
and into the cockpit. A big mess when you
think that we have a pole launcher and the
pole line remains attached to the jib clew.
In less than a minute, while we were busy
getting the main down (we left the jib luf-
fing, of course), the jib pulled the pole line
completely out of the pole and perfectly

wrapped it up around the jib sheets! When
we got ready to sail under the jib and head
west back to the club, we could not trim
the jib and it was furiously flagging. By
now it was blowing above 50 mph. We
were on starboard heading east to Key Bis-
cayne, my crew holding the jib sheets
directly in his hands.

The waves were building up to four feet.
We did not want to flip on one of those
waves. So, I kept coaching Jose to hike out
when the wave was going to hit and come
back in after the wave. (You think your
crew should know, but remember, you are
holding the tiller and you, the skipper,
have direct feeling with your boat. You
must inform your crew). Finally one big
wave completely flooded us and I warned
Jose, *‘The next wave like this will flip
us.’’ I asked him to hold on more on the
jib and sailed on a broad reach to try to
bail the boat before the next wave hit —
and it worked. So we gained confidence
in our survival abilities. We went through
the sequence several times.

We worked hard for some 20 or 30
minutes. 1 don’t know exactly; I never
looked at my watch. We made it safely to

U.sS.

Nationals Report —
Sobstad Sails. Again!

All four U.S. sailmakers with eleven representatives attended the
U.S. Nationals in Miami, with hopes of demonstrating to the
country that their sails were the finest. The competition was the
best ever, and only one could win. For the second year in a row,
Sobstad Sails have won this important event.

1st Heinzerling Trophy (Championship Division)
1st Gilreath Trophy (Champ. and Elimination combined)

Our Fall Discount is from Sept. |
to November 30, so this is your best

i SOBSTAD §
opportunity to prepare for the AILMAKERS

. SAN DIEGO
@ Mastel:s, North Amerlcan§, Halloween, etc. 2892 Canon Streat
The sails that won the Nationals San Diego, CA 92106
will win for you. Again and again. (619)226-2422
. Telex 677638
Call Craig Leweck or Mark Reynolds today! Fax (619) 226-0682
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Snipe Regattas

SEPTEMBER 9-10, RONALD C. PRIME
MEMORIAL. Sandra Czibik, 27 Poor Richards
Dr., Bow, NH 03301.

SEPTEMBER 9-10, INDIANA OPEN, Fleet 409,
Indianapolis. Cliff Browning, 5315 N. Capitol, In-
dianapolis, IN 46208. (317) 251-3467.

SEPTEMBER 16-17, MYSTIC LAKE
OPENICALL OF FALL. Sarah Levinson, 74
Brainerd Rd. No. 21, Boston, MA 02134.

SEPTEMBER 16-17, JOE RAMEL MEMORIAL
REGATTA. Carl Chinnery, B-19, Lake Lotawana,
MO 64063.

SEPTEMBER 16-17, COLUMBUS OPEN. Steve
Callison, 330 W. Spring St., Columbus, OH
43215, (614) 221-2410.

SEPTEMBER 16-19, U.S. MASTERS CHAM-
PIONSHIP, San Diego, CA. Doug De Souza,
3918 La Cresta Dr., San Diego, CA 92107.

SEPTEMBER 20-23, NORTH AMERICAN

CHAMPIONSHIP, San Diego, CA. Doug De

ggug_?. 3918 La Cresta Dr., San Diego, CA
107.

SEPTEMBER 23-24, NORTHWEST CHAM-
PIONSHIP. John Broughton, SCIRA UK

SEPTEMBER 23-24, OXFORD INCIDENT/AC-

CIDENT. Bob Hill, 9 Devon Ct., Fairfield, OH
45014
SEPTEMBER 23-24, LONG ISLAND

OPEN/CALL OF FALL. Steve Shepstone, 12 The
Drive, Sea Cliff, NY 11579.

SEPTEMBER 23-24, BATTLE OF ATLANTA.
Martin Zonnenberg, 5404 Raintree Trace,
Oakwood, GA 30566.

SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 1, FRIGIT DIGIT,
Fleet 532, Annapolis, MD. Alex Stout, 3451
Cohasset Ave., Annapolis, MD 21403,

OCTOBER 7-8, CALL-OF-FALL, Lake Mohawk.
OH_ircar;Pierpont, 485 Eastshore Trail, Sparta, NJ
1.

OCTOBER 28-29, HALLOWEEN REGATTA,
Atlanta YC. John Muhlhausen, 3453 Winter Hill
Dr., Marietta, GA 30062.

Peter Cr;mmerre s mast and sail are wfm'\’
to scrap after Wednesday'’s storm. (Frank
Zagarino photo)

the Key Biscayne YC. What a relief to
enter the calm club basin while the storm
was still blowing hard in the Bay. Ex-
hausted, we moored to a yacht’s diving
platform and immediately thought about
calling the Coral Reef YC and reporting
our status. A door opened on the yacht and
a good friend showed up. We had come
to Dick Smalley’s boat! In a matter of
seconds we were offered a Scotch, straight
up, which Jose and I badly needed. Of all
the 63 Snipes scattered on the Bay, no one
received such a treat. Is that what is
called *‘local knowledge™ in sailboat
racing?

When we got back to the Coral Reef YC
we learned how other Snipers survived and
how some lost their masts and heavily
damaged their boats. Approximately 10 to
15 masts were lost when stuck in the mud
of the shallow waters. Masts had come out
of the mast step severely damaging the
boats. One good question is whether some
of these masts would have held longer if
they had a mast step restriction or simply
a functional forestay.

I would personally prefer that we all
would sail with a good forestay (see
August Snipe BULLETIN, page 5) and no

BRYANT PERFORMANCE SPARS,

INC.

\ /

P.0O.Box 785

INTRODUCING OUR 1989 MODEL!
High Performance and Unmatched Quality
New Side Weld Design Features Our New E-Z
Adjust Spreaders, and Quick-Disconnect Shrouds
and Spreaders. Call Paul or Jim for Details.

Buffalo, N.Y. 14240

716-893-1100
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jib hanks (optional) and we would have the
best of two worlds. The new Cobra II mast
step butt and channel, where the mast butt
can effectively be pinned down to the mast

™ step, is an excellent idea but without a good

forestay to support the mast in place
nothing is going to work. There is nothing
that can replace the leverage with which
the forestay and the shrouds hold the mast
in place.

I talked to several sailors who survived
in different ways and asked them to write
their experiences. I hope we will soon start
reading the reports in the BULLETIN.
Some, very smartly, put their main and jib
down and weathered the storm going
downwind on a bare mast. I never thought
of that. It was a good idea because there
was plenty of room in the Bay. The storm
was blowing from the south and the bridge
and causeway at the north end of the Bay
were a good four miles away. It would not
have been a good idea if they had been a
half mile away. In that case it would pro-
bably be better to stay on power with the
jib or otherwise to anchor without sails.

If you had a good anchor, would you
have been able to survive with four foot
waves? What about the boats with transom
holes going downwind? Would they get
flooded? Paul Wood, Charlie Hagedorn,
and my son Gonzo can probably answer
those questions.

Some others flipped with the first gusts
and managed to remain capsized with the
mast leveled on the water and away from
the Bay's bottom. We would like to hear
those stories from Steve Callison and

&
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Charlie Bustamante.

To be able to drop the mainsail with ease
we recommend the new Cobra II main
halyard system that was introduced a few
years ago (other mast builders may have
already had that, but I only know the Cobra
11 system) where the main halyard lock is
very accessible under the gooseneck so the
crew can pry on it and even use body
leverage.

Also good is what Mark Reynolds has
done. He has the lock at the mast top like
many of us but instead of having the
halyard exit at the bottom of the mast
through an exit sheave, his halyard exits
through a hole on the mast right under the
gooseneck, also allowing the crew to use
body leverage to unlock the main halyard.

For years I have successfully sailed
through storms with jib alone, including
the Association Island North Americans
storm in 1974 where we had 50 to 70 mph
winds. I also had a very good crew, Mark
Williams, and sailed through many other
storms with my daughter, Ana.

I was not so lucky at the 1980 Nationals
at Lake Carlyle, sailing with a 90-pound
crew. A similar sequence of waves, like
we had at Miami, easily capsized us. A few
seconds before capsizing a big puff pulled
the jib sheets from my crew’s hands and
from the jib fairleads and I saw my jib flag-
ging furiously and the jib sheets also flag-
ging parallel to the water. This was the first
and only time I had to abandon my Snipe
in my Snipe sailing life!

On the last storm on Friday, which came
after the race was over, we got ready in

The Junior competitors pose for a group
photo.

Far left: Charlie and Michelle Bustamante
accept the Carolyn Nute Trophy as top
placing married couple.

Center: Lenhart (right) and Hardesty won
the Crosby Series.

Below: Chairman Bob McCammon.

All photos by Russell Plunkett

plenty of time, put all the sails down and
even managed to anchor. I carry a four
pound Danforth (how many of us do?). 1
think it worked good because I was only
a quarter mile from shore where the storm
was blowing and I knew the waves would
not build to a threatening size. This is the
first time I have anchored my Snipe since
1980 at Clearwater when I broke my rud-
der and tried to anchor unsuccessfully in-
the Gulf of Mexico. Then, my folding an-
chor would not grab a muddy or sandy
bottom.

In my opinion, the folding anchor is no
good except when the bottom is rocky. The
Snipe Class should either call it a four
pound Danforth or call the anchor optional.
If it is ever called optional, how about
identifying the Snipes that want to carry
an anchor with a decal and then let them
weigh at 381 pounds including the anchor.

Lessons, Too...

by Charlie Hagedorn

We noticed a long black cloud bank
stretching from Elliot Key up to the city
(about 15 miles) while we were sailing the
second race. Our hands were full on the
reaches, however, and the upwind leg was
so physicaly demanding that we never
looked over to see what was happening to
the storm. It did get darker as the race
progressed.

We popped out the pole soon after
rounding the weather mark. Ron leaned
forward to pull up the board and we were
both surprised to see the bow dig deep in-
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to the wave ahead. It kept going deeper,
so far that I wondered if I had gone sail-
ing without my plug again! The bow finally
emerged and we jibed to port as the wind
had just shifted to the right (looking up-
wind). We began to move really fast on
a broad reach to the mark.

I looked back and saw Andy Pimental
rounding up in a way that appeared
unplanned, and the bay was suddenly
filled with whitecaps and very steep chop.

Having been through a few of these gales
already on Monday and Tuesday, we ex-
pected heavy winds. A couple of people
ahead of us had already capsized and one
or two behind us, as well. The conditions
were still ok for sailing but I only have one
suit of sails and a brand new boat, and I
think conservatively these days.

Ron pulled the sails down extremely
quickly. I have a new Cobra mast with the
halyard lock about two feet above deck
level. That makes it easy to use one’s
weight to unlock the halyard, and to see
that the halyard is unlocked, too. I had just
replaced the jib halyard shackle with an S-
hook, to make it easier to pull past the front
of the daggerboard trunk, but another
benefit of that fitting is that it is very easy
to release, too. If the halyards had, been
more difficult to release, we probably

would have capsized. As it was, with both
sails flogging while they dropped, we were
planing and 1 was fully hiked.

After getting the sails down, we looked
around and saw only two boats sailing.
They had just rounded the leeward mark.
One of them was Artie ‘‘Force 10"
Rousmaniere, touring the fleet and taking
notes for his upcoming documentary of this
event. Artie seems sane but is not.

We had taped the stern with duct tape
before the regatta to prevent water from
slopping in and getting our food wet. This
measure was also quite important in keep-
ing us floating high during the storm, as
we were drifting with the wind and the
waves were coming from astern. Contact
paper would probably be better for the job,
as it is easier to punch a hole in it if that
is necessary.

Even with the sails down and our weight
low, the waves were so steep that I fre-
quently thought we would capsize. Ron
tied the daggerboard so that it would stay
all the way down. That would have been
convenient if we had tipped over. We also
tied the painter around the jib to keep the
sail from blowing overboard. Ron claim-
ed the mainsail as a blanket, based on
precedent set in earlier storms.

The other safety measure we took was

to get a compass bearing on our destina-
tion before it was obscured by clouds and
rain. Then we just surfed in, moving my
weight out and back on the way down and
forward and to leeward as a wave over-
took us.

For about 20 minutes we could not see
more than two boat lengths in any direc-
tion. We would occasionally surf by
someone else, also under bare poles, which
confirmed my decision to buy a new boat.
They're fast!

I don’t know how windy it was. I do
know that Ron and I had to shout to each
other to be heard, although separated by
only a few feet. It was rough enough that
I didn’t have much time to think about how
rough it was.

Getting the sails down without hesitation
as soon as it looked bad, tying the center-
board tight, and taping the stern were all
necessary to ensure safety. In fact, we
came out unscathed. We were lucky we
were not so engrossed in the race that we
never looked around to see what was about
to hit us — we were lucky it hit other peo-
ple first. I was also lucky that Ron Lowery
was there, since he is very calm in these
situations. Ron is, for his part, lucky that
I'am such a good singer, as I did a lot of
that on the way in.

" Halloween in Atlanta
L October 28-29, 1989

\ -
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Skipper
Address

Sall No.

Hull Color

/4

Will sall with Spooks{ )

Goblins( )

Meais: Sat.Brunch( )

 Sat.AdultDinner( )

’ Sat.ChildDinner( )

Sun.Lunch({ )

Registration Is $28. and includes 2 mugs, hot buttered rum party,
Friday night's chili dinner, Saturday night'sdance and costume party
and a trick or treat party for children. ,
- Please send your registration by October 20 to John Muhlhausen,
1146 Green Street, Roswell, GA 30075. Registrations received
after October 21 will be $30.

Special room rates are available 3 miles from the club at the
Frontier Inn, GA Route 92 at 175, Acworth, GA 30101, Tel: (404)
974-0118. Camping is permitted on club grounds, but pets are not.
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uncominon SCisc

/by Tom Payne

It has been a very busy month here in
the Snipe Office. As soon as we returned
from the U.S. Nationals in Miami we
started seeing the first returns from our ex-
posure in WoodenBoat Magazine. To date
we have received over 100 inquiries from
people interested in building their own
Snipe! Combine these with folks who are
interested in joining the Class with a "glass
Snipe and it shows how much publicity
pays.

THE OFFICE IS MOVING!

We're moving from our present
house/office. This means that the address
and phone/fax numbers will change. Please
be sure to record the new address and
numbers.

ADELAIDE DISCOVERED!
Snipe #1 has been located! We had a call
from a prospect in Shreveport, LA, and

asked if he knew where #1 might be.
Within days we were on the phone with
the owner and made a deal to acquire the
boat, as he is willing to swap her for a
sailable "glass Snipe. A quick phone call
to one of our ‘*Guardian Angels"" secured
a loan which will enable us to buy a nice
boat and make the swap. Initial plans are
to restore #1 to her original condition.
Watch the Snipe BULLETIN for more
news.

I will confess that I am a **Snipe Nut,"’
so maybe that's why I think of this first
Snipe as a true milestone in yachting
history. When you consider the impact that
the Snipe had on sailing in the 1930s, the
fact that it made sailing affordable to the
“‘masses,”’ and its role in international
yachting competition, this first Snipe may
be the single most important one-design
boat ever launched!

Official Pocket Patch

Red Snipe and white sailboat on light and
dark blue background with yellow letters
and border, Either on felt or washable
cotton twill. Size 3" x 3"

SPECIFY MATERIAL when ordering . . .
$3.00

A smaller size 2-1/8" x 2-3/4" for caps
etc.,, but in twill only . . . . ... $2.00

Send Payment with Order to

SCIRA

4096 Chestnut Dr., Flowery Branch, GA 30542

NEW SCIRA ADDRESS!

4096 Chestnut Dr., Flowery Branch,
Georgia 30542/ (404) 287-8405

P

 North makes the best sailors.

NORTH SNIPE SAILS

Performance % Quality % Service

LOOK AT THE RESULTS!

Jr. North Americans - 1

Jr. World Championships -2, 3, 4
Western Hemispheres -1, 4, 6, 7, 8

Brazilian Nationals -1, 2, 4

Citrus Bowl -1, 2, 3, 4

Commodore Rasco -1

JOIN THE MOVE TO NORTH
CONTACT YOUR NORTH LOFT TODAY!

Spanish Nationals -1, 2,4, 5, 6

San Diego, CA 92106
TEL: (619) 226-1415
FAX: (619) 2247018

TEL: (813) 5737730
FAX: (813) 573-2518

PO14 1BP England

FAX: 44-329-220442

TEL: 011-44-329-231525

"NORTH SAIL

LOFTS
NORTH ONE DESIGN NORTH SAILS FLORIDA NORTH SAILS UK NORTH SAILS JAPAN
SAN DIEGO Ethan Bixby Andy Hemmings 12-9 Nazai
Vince Brun, Matt Ciesicki 3703A 131st Ave. North Newgate Lane Yokosuka Kanagawa-ken
r ,,L 1111 Anchorage Lane Clearwater, FL 33520 Fareham, Hampshire Japan

TEL: (0468) 571262
FAX: 468-57-0370

CALL FOR NEW 1989 TUNING GUIDE AND ORDER FORM

SNIPE BULLETIN / SEPTEMBER 1989 15




SAIL FSHER!

THﬁ WINNING EDGE
Performance. Durability. Personal Service.
Quality you find only at Fisher Sails. Our Snipe
gails'are designed onsistent top-level
performance ra race. And our unmatched
personal gervice help you get the most out of
your sails. If you're ready for the winning edge,
give Greg Fisher or Steve Callison a call at the loft.
Join the Fisher Team! We want to be your
personal sailmaker, and we're willing to prove it!

" S -

'y FISHER FAST '89 RESULTS Y ' I
1st — Kelly Trophy (Overall Nassau)

« Ist, 2nd - Gamblin Trophy (Nassau)
3rd - Bacardi (Nassau)
3rd, 4th, 5th — Clearwater (11 of top18)
4th, 5th, 6th - Don Q (9 of top 16) *




