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Argo Challenge and Yacht Club Gaeta, target America’s Cup, beyond disabilty

The Yacht Club Gaeta "Egeo Vittorio Simeone" and Argo Challenge are joining forces to achieve an ambitious goal: to 
participate in the America's Cup with an international sailing team composed of male and female athletes with 
physical disabilities.

The plan is to begin this journey in Naples in 2027, where the next America's Cup will be held, by competing in both 
the YOUTH America's Cup and the WOMEN America's Cup. If granted permission, they also intend to participate in the 
scheduled events with the AC40s, racing against the official crews that will compete for the 38th America's Cup victory.

"This is a possible challenge because this type of boat can be sailed safely, even by sailors with physical disabilities," 
says Lars Grael, a highly talented Brazilian sailor with two Olympic medals. "There is no shortage of high-level male and 
female sailors with disabilities, so with adequate training, there is a possibility of being competitive.

With the exclusion of sailing from the Paralympic Games, there is no longer a high-level stage for disabled sailors. Argo 
Challenge also wants to promote this. As always, Argo will have all my support!"

Grael, who lost a leg in a regatta accident, became a world champion and a bronze medalist in the Star Class, as well 
was a world sailor in the 12-meter Class.

Vincenzo Addessi, president of the Yacht Club Gaeta "Egeo Vittorio Simeone," adds: "We are truly happy to be part of 
this great sporting and social project and to link it to our territory. Gaeta will be the home of Argo Challenge, and 
together we will write a beautiful page in sailing and beyond."

Antonio Spinelli, president of Argo Challenge, concludes: "Argo Challenge is the union of two of my great passions: 
sailing and helping people with physical disabilities participate in sports. Many people within the America's Cup see 
our initiative very favorably, and we hope to be able to count on the support of the Italian institutions as well. It is an 
important and difficult challenge, but we are very confident and convinced that we can begin the journey in Naples."

For further info: Antonio Spinelli   +39 320 4665677    antonio@ideaargo.org
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